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Headlines - Message from the Head

This week’s newsletter celebrates the many achievements and opportunities at Blacon
High School. Year 11 students have been developing their Hospitality and Catering skills
in preparation for their exams, while Year 10 and Year 11 enjoyed watching Blood
Brothers at Storyhouse Theatre to support their English Literature studies. Our Year 9
Maths Ambassadors have also been working with the University of Liverpool to lead
problem-solving activities for local primary school pupils, demonstrating fantastic
teamwork and leadership. We are also proud of our students who represented the school
at National Cadets Week and took part in a mock council event, developing their
understanding of democracy and citizenship.

As we approach half term, we would like to remind families of the importance of regular
attendance, as every day in school makes a difference to learning and progress. School
finishes on Friday 23 October, and all students return on Monday 2 November. Year 10
students should begin thinking about their work experience placements for 26—-30 April
2027, with completed forms due by 1 February 2027. Families may also be eligible for
financial support during the school holidays, including a payment of £90 per eligible child
receiving income-based Free School Meals. Thank you for your continued support in
helping our students achieve their best, both in and out of the classroom.

Rachel Hudson, Headteacher

Rewards for this Week

Congratulations to all students for their hard work, and to Year 9 for achieving
the highest number of points this week.

Achievement Points Week 7:
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Attendance Matters — Every Hour, Every Day Counts...

Attendance for the whole school this year is 85.8% with attendance for
this week being at 87.6%.

Days off cost grades and affect next steps so please work with us to
ensure your child attends.
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Student Updates

Year 11

Dates for the Diary 2026

17t October - Poland Trip returns

215t October - Flu Vaccinations

231 October - Finish for half term

2"d November - All students return

Our Hospitality & Catering class have been working on creating
canapés for this year’s exam. This year the task is to create a
menu for a 4 star wedding, and students have created a tomato
and goats cheese bruschetta, whilst honing their presentation
skills. Practising their techniques like

this gives students ideas for their

forthcoming exams.

Next Steps

As our Year 11’s think about their next
steps, Chester Catholic High School invites
all families to their Sixth Form Open
Evening on 12t November, from 6.00

to 8.00pm.




Year 10

On Thursday morning, an assembly was held to launch our Year
10 Work Experience programme, delivered by Mploy Solutions.
The assembly introduced students to the exciting opportunity
to gain valuable insight into the world of work, helping them
develop essential skills, build confidence and explore potential
future career paths.

As they are self-placements, we ask parents/guardians to
support our students in finding a placement. The work
experience programme will take place from 26th—30th April,
giving Year 10 students the chance to experience the
workplace, understand employer expectations and put their
skills into practice.

School and Mploy Solutions are looking forward to supporting
students throughout this important step in their career journey.
Work Experience forms will be handed to students in tutor time
or can be collected from Mr Hughes (Careers Advisor). All forms
must be returned to Mr Hughes when completed. Deadline for
hand in (1st Feb 2027).

We wish all Year 10 students the best of luck as they get ready
to take on this exciting opportunity.
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Student Updates — Blood Brothers

Year 10 and Year 11 Enjoy Blood Brothers at Storyhouse Theatre

On 15th October 2026, 45 students from Years 10 and 11 visited
Storyhouse Theatre in Chester to watch a performance of Willy
Russell’s Blood Brothers, supporting their studies of the play for
AQA GCSE English Literature.

The trip provided students with a valuable opportunity to
experience the play brought to life on stage, deepening their
understanding of the characters, themes and dramatic techniques
used by Russell. Seeing the story performed live helped students
appreciate the emotional impact of the narrative, particularly the
contrasting lives of Mickey and Edward, the influence of social class,
and the importance of education and opportunity.

Students thoroughly enjoyed the performance and were able to
engage with the humour, tension and tragedy that make Blood
Brothers such a memorable and powerful play. The actors’
performances helped bring the characters and relationships to life,
allowing students to connect with the story in a way that studying
the text alone cannot always achieve.

Overall, the visit was an extremely positive experience. It enriched
students’ understanding of the play, encouraged greater
engagement with the text and provided valuable insights to
support their GCSE revision. The enthusiasm shown by the students
demonstrated the benefits of bringing literature to life through live
theatre.




Maths and BEV Primary Schools

Year 9 Maths Ambassadors Team Up with the University of
Liverpool

Fourteen of our Year 9 students have been working alongside the
Big Maths team from the University of Liverpool, leading problem-
solving sessions for children from our BEV primary schools.

It has been a fantastic few weeks of puzzles, teamwork and some
brilliant mathematical thinking, and our Year 9s have stepped up as
real maths ambassadors for Blacon High.

Welcoming our primary partners

We were delighted to welcome pupils from St Theresa's, The
Arches, JH Godwin, Dee Point and Highfield Primary schools.
Working in small groups, our Year 9s guided the younger pupils
through a range of hands-on problem-solving challenges. They
explained ideas, asked good questions, and encouraged everyone
to have a go, even when a problem looked tricky at first. The room
was buzzing, and it was lovely to see so many young children
enjoying maths and leaving proud of what they had worked out.
Our Year 9s stepped up

Leading a session for younger children is no small task. Our
students had to understand the problems well enough to explain
them simply, think on their feet, and stay patient and encouraging
throughout.

Working with a university team also gave them a first-hand look at
where maths can lead. It was a chance to build confidence,
communication and leadership skills that will serve them well
beyond the classroom. They were a credit to themselves, their
families and the school.

Thank you

A huge thank you to the Big Maths team at the University of
Liverpool for their time, expertise and enthusiasm. Thank you too
to the staff and pupils of our BEV primary schools for joining us. We
hope to see many of those young mathematicians back at Blacon
High in the future.



Last Wednesday, five of our students proudly represented the Blacon High School
Combined Cadet Force (CCF) at Chester Town Hall as part of the celebrations for National
Cadets Week, hosted by the Lord Mayor of Chester, Councillor Margaret Parker. During
the event, students had the opportunity to hear from a range of speakers spanning
different generations, all sharing their experiences of cadet service and the many
opportunities that cadets can provide for young people.

We are incredibly proud of the way our students represented both themselves and the
school. The event highlighted the positive impact that cadet programmes have on
developing confidence, leadership, teamwork and resilience. We are delighted that our
thriving CCF continues to grow, with over 25 students now actively involved, benefiting
from the unique experiences and opportunities that the programme offers.

For any students interested in joining, please speak to Mr Gordon. CCF runs every

Monday from 3.30 - 5 at school.
NATIONAL

CADETS
WEEK

Mock Council Event

On 12th October, ten Year 11 students from the Student Leadership Team at Blacon High
School took part in a mock council event at Chester Town Hall. The event provided
students with a valuable opportunity to gain insight into local politics, democratic
processes and the importance of having their voices heard on issues affecting society.
During the session, students participated in debates on two topical and thought-
provoking issues: Should 16-year-olds be given the right to vote? and Should social media
should be banned for under16s? These topics encouraged students to consider different
perspectives, evaluate arguments and reflect on the impact that political decisions can
have on young people and their communities.

The event enabled students to develop important skills, including public speaking, critical
thinking, active listening and presenting reasoned arguments. They were encouraged to
engage respectfully with differing opinions and recognise the importance of informed
discussion in a democratic society.

Following the debates, students took part in a ballot, allowing them to experience the
voting process first-hand, and understand how individual opinions contribute to
collective decisions.

Overall, the visit was an enriching experience that strengthened students’ understanding
of democracy and local government. It also supported Blacon High School’s commitment
to developing responsible, confident and active young citizens who are equipped to
participate positively in their communities.



Black History Month

Black History Month

Students have been exploring Black History Month, with the 2026 theme, Honouring Our
Communities.

Students have explored: .

*  Forgotten Histories .

*  Celebrating Achievements

*  Challenging Racism and Injustice DIG DEEPER, LOOK CLOSER, THINK BIGGER

Black History Month shines a light on stories, figures and achievements that may otherwise have
been forgotten.

It honours cultural, scientific, political, and artistic contributions from around the world, and
showcases role models for everyone.

Highlighting struggles Black communities have faced, it also shows progress made and encourages
ongoing work towards equality and justice.

Community News

Families receiving Free School Meals

Support with food during the school holidays through the Crisis and Resilience Fund is now open again
for applications.

This support is available for £30 per week per school age child that receives income based Free School
Meals if families are struggling to meet these additional costs during the school holidays.

This payment will cover the combined October half term and Christmas holidays period of 3 weeks,
and therefore if successful, an award of £90 will be given per eligible child, which will be paid via a
payment to your bank account.

To apply or find out more details, you can visit
School Holiday Support Payment | Cheshire West and Chester Council

If you're not in receipt of Free Schools Meals but need help with a sudden financial crisis, you can
apply for our Crisis Payment scheme
Crisis payments | Cheshire West and Chester Council



https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-welfare-help/cost-of-living/crisis-and-resilience-fund/school-holiday-support-payment
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-welfare-help/cost-of-living/crisis-and-resilience-fund/crisis-payments

Student Support - Starting Well
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Wirral Partnership

NHS Foundation Trust

www.startingwell.org.uk

Nurse Led Clinic Dates
Blacon High School

7th October 2026
4th November 2026
ond December 2026

gth January 2027

3rd February 2027

The Starting Well Service offers:

31 Marc,h 2027 > Face to Face Nurse Clinic
14" Apri\ 20277 > Health advice & support
5th May 202 : ,
ond June 2027 TIME FOR YOU

Laura Duffy
School Link Nurse

Emma Englang
School Link Nurse

11 - 19 years old?
One text can
make a difference...
07312 263260
Or call our Duty Team 4
01244 397412 ;
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We can discuss anythlng e.g.
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Growing Up Worries - Physical Health - Emotional Health - LGBTQ+ - Changing Schools
Family Worries - Low Mood - Diet and Exercise - Healthy Relationships - Anxiety
Body Image / Body Confidence - Social Media - Self Harm - Bullying
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HOME LEARNING

Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
Po: 3.10 - 4.00

ROOM 202

wiet place o do_ your home learning? Need a computer? Come and use the room and
uters to complete any Home Learning. Stafff will also be available if you need bel

Mrs. Lewis

O eacon

Edgar Degas (1834-1917)

Edgar Degas was a famous
French artist born in Paris on
19 July 1834. He was best
known for his paintings and
drawings of ballet dancers.
Associated with the
Impressionist movement, he
also created sculptures and
[ 4 pastels. His famous artworks
include The Ballet Class and

Art is not what you The Dance Class. Degas passed
see, but what you away in 1917, leaving behind a
make others see. lasting legacy in the world of

Edgar Degas

art.
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Job of the Week

This week’s Job of the week is: s' ‘o |
K - !

Railway Engineer -

Railway Engineers deliver projects across passenger and freight
networks, making sure all systems run safely. Railway Engineers
plan, design, build and maintain railway infrastructure,

including track systems, signalling and overhead line equipment

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JXzmW8fUXtc

Letters Home to Parents

Clear communication with our parents and carers is vital to our
school’s delivery of effective learning, both inside and outside of the
classroom.

We keep a digital archive of all letters that we have sent to parents
and carers on our school website. These can be found at the link here.

Letters are sent home via Edulink One and Parentpay, and we strongly
recommend making sure you have signed up for these services. Paper
copies are always available on request.

A guide to registering to Edulink One can be found on our website
here. To sign up for Parentpay, please get in touch at
admin@blaconhigh.cheshire.sch.uk



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRNOFXl5Qxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HN6FtiPKsxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORXOTA4nkp0
https://www.blaconhighschool.net/page/?title=Letters&pid=35
https://www.blaconhighschool.net/page/?title=School+apps&pid=72
mailto:admin@blaconhigh.cheshire.sch.uk?subject=ParentPay

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
Biology 8:10-8:40am (227)  Physics

8:10-

8:40am

(314)

Science 1:10-2:00pm (316)  Religious
Studies
1:10-
2:00pm
(228)

Music Performing Arts Maths Chemistry
(124) Coursework (114) Performing  (309)
History Arts Art (122)
(318) Coursework Health &
Performing (114) Social Care
Arts Home (122)
Coursework Learning Hospitality
(114) Support & Catering
Spanish (202) (122)
(206) Performing
Home Arts
Learning Coursework
Support (114)
(202) Geography
English (302/223)
(211) Home
Learning
Support
(202)

Geography 6:00pm
Remote via Google
classroom

ATTEND P6 FOR ENGLISH AND MATHS EVERY WEEK




Day Club Years Location Staff member

Monday Dance 7 Sports hall Ms Joynson

Monday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns

Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova

Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond

Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns

Tuesday School Band All Music room | MS McHale

Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room | Break time

Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns

Wednesday Maths KS3 502 Ms Price

Wednesday | Art KS3 112 Week 1 only

Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes

Thursday Girls choreography KS3 Sports hall Ms Joynson

Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns

Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Mr Forbes/Ms
Wright

Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond

Friday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns

Day Club Years Location Staff member

Monday Science club 7 316 Ms Edwards

Monday Boys Football KS3 3G Mr Sabri/Mr Forbes/Mr

Cairns

Monday Cadets All Containers on field Mr Gordon

Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis

Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale

Tuesday Girls Football All MUGA Mr Senior

Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury

Wednesday 3D Print club KS3 122 Ms Wright/Ms Rochell-

Gill

Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC PE staff

Wednesday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis

Thursday Girls netball All Sports hall Ms Carr/Ms Wright

Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis

Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns

Friday Wildlife Club KS3 315 Mrs Hughes




Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Boys Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova
Tuesday Dance 8 Sports hall Ms Joynson
Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond
Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Tuesday School Band All Music room Ms McHale
Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room Break time
Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Wednesday Maths KS3 502 Ms Price
Wednesday Art KS3 112 Week 1 only
Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes
Thursday Girls Choreography KS3 Sports hall Ms Joynson
Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Ms Wright/Mr Forbes
Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond
Friday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Boys Football Ks3 3G Mr Sabri/Mr
Forbes/Mr Cairns
Monday Cadets All Containers Mr Gordon
Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale
Tuesday Girls Football All MUGA Mr Senior
Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC
Wednesday 3D Print club Ks3 122 Ms Wright/Ms
Rochell-Gill
Wednesday Home learning club Al 202 Ms Lewis
Thursday Girls netball All Sports hall Mr Cairns/Ms
Wright
Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns
Friday Wildlife Club Ks3 315 Mrs Hughes




Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova
Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond
Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Tuesday School Band All Music room Ms McHale
Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room Break time
Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Wednesday Maths KS3 502 Ms Price
Wednesday Art KS3 112 Week 1 only
Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes
Thursday Girls Choreography KS3 Sports hall Ms Joynson
Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Ms Wright/Mr Forbes
Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond

Friday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns

Day Club Years Location Staff member

Monday Boys Football KS3 3G Mr Sabri/Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns

Monday Cadets All Containers on field | Mr Gordon

Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis

Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale

Tuesday Duke of Edinburgh Drop in Participants 315 Ms Hughes

Tuesday Girls Football All MUGA Mr Senior

Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury

Wednesday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis

Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC PE Staff

Wednesday 3D Print club KS3 122 Ms Wright/Ms Rochell-
Gill

Thursday Duke of Edinburgh Training Participants 315 Ms Hughes/ Mr Gordon

Thursday Girls Netball All Sports Hall Mr Cairns/Ms Wright

Thursday Dance club Year 9 Main Hall Ms Joynson

Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis

Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns

Friday Wildlife Club KS3 315 Mrs Hughes




Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Monday Maths KS4 502 Ms Price

Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova
Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond
Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Tuesday School Band All Music room Ms McHale
Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes
Wednesday Art KS4 107 Week 2 only
Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room Break time
Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Ms Wright/Mr Forbes
Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond

Friday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns

Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Monday Cadets All Containers on field Mr Gordon
Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale
Tuesday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Tuesday Duke of Edinburgh Drop in Participants 315 Ms Hughes
Wednesday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Art Graphics Product Design KS4 112 Ms Wright
Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC PE Staff
Wednesday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Thursday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Thursday Girls Netball All Sports Hall Ms Wright/Ms
Carr
Thursday Fitness Club KS4 Fitness Suite CAL/FOD
Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns




Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns
Monday Maths KS4 502 Ms Price
Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova
Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond
Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns
Tuesday School Band All Music room | Ms McHale
Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes
Wednesday Art KS4 107 Week 2 only
Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room | Break time
Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns
Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns
Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Ms Wright/Mr
Forbes
Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond
Friday Football All MUGA Mr Cairns/Mr
Forbes
Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Monday Cadets All Containers on field Mr Gordon
Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale
Tuesday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Tuesday Duke of Edinburgh Drop in Participants 315 Ms Hughes
Wednesday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Art Graphics Product Design KS4 112 Ms Wright
Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC PE Staff
Wednesday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Thursday Duke of Edinburgh Training Participants 315 Ms Hughes/
Mr Gordon
Thursday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Thursday Girls Netball All Sports Hall Ms Carr/Ms Wright
Thursday Fitness Club KS4 Fitness Suite Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns




Area | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Week Commencing 19t October

Hot Serve//
Main: Jerk Chicken, .

. Parmigiana Paella with
Drink: 80p Bread . g ) Gyros Tikka Rice &

with Tomato Ciabatta
Cake: 80p Jerk Veg with & Basil Pasta Naan Bread
Rice (v)
Panini Bar
Main: Panini
(£2.40) Cake and Biscuits
Drink: 80p Drinks
Cake: 80p
Cold side Pasta
Main: Salad bar
(£2.40) Sandwiches with
Drink: 80p choice of fillings
Cake: 80p
Cake/ Biscuits/ Fruit

:IIOI‘) ) Jacket potato with a choice of

ain: Cheese
(£2.40) Beans
HlLEET Includes side salad
Cake: 80p

Cake/Biscuits or Fruit
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