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Headlines - Message from the Head

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another busy and positive week at Blacon High School, and | would like to begin by
congratulating all our students for their hard work, commitment and achievements. A special well done
to Year 8, who achieved the highest number of achievement points this week. Our Year 11 students took
part in a MADE Training revision workshop on Monday, which was extremely successful. The feedback
from students was overwhelmingly positive, and it was particularly encouraging to hear students
reflecting on how much they had learned about effective revision. Developing strong revision skills is an
important part of preparing for examinations, helping students to feel more confident, independent and
prepared for the challenges ahead.

Music is also thriving at Blacon. Students across all year groups are developing their musical skills, and it
is exciting to see our Year 10 students creating a new school band.

As we approach World Mental Health Day on Saturday 10th October, we are reminded of the
importance of talking openly about mental health and listening to the experiences of others. This year’s
theme, “Lived experiences heard: real voices, real change,” highlights how meaningful conversations can
make a difference. At Blacon, we want our students to feel supported, listened to and confident in
seeking help when they need it.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership. By working together, we can ensure
that every student has the opportunity to achieve their potential, develop their talents and feel proud to
be part of the Blacon High School community.

| wish all our families a lovely weekend.

Rachel Hudson, Headteacher

Rewards for this week

Congratulations to all students for their hard work, and to Year 8 for achieving
the highest number of points this week.
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Attendance Matters — Every Hour, Every Day Counts...

Attendance for the whole school this week is 87.6% and from the start of term,
87.8%. This is being affected mostly by holidays.

Days off cost grades and affect next steps so please work with us to ensure your

child attends and do not take holidays in term time.

Congratulations to Paige, Year 8 for winning the 10/10 for £10!
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Uniform and Behaviour Reminders

Uniform and Behaviour Reminders

» Get to lessons promptly: You have b minutes to arrive at your lesson after the bell. Being on
time helps everyone make the most of their learning.

» Late to school: If you arrive late to school, you will receive a 20-minute Expectation Detention.
« Positive attitudes matter; We want everyone to make the most of their learning opportunibes,

« A negative Attitude to Learning (S54) grade will result in a 20-minute detention,
* Being removed from a lesson will result in a B0-minute detention.

» Come prepared every day: Flease bring your 5-a-day equipment, school planner, and
knowledge organiser to every lesson. Year 75 must bring their branded school bag. Students
without the correct equipment may receive an Expectation Detention,

» Take pride in your uniform: Please ensure you wear the correct uniform every day;

» Black school shoes

= School blazer

= Skirts at knee length

= Mo flared trousers or leggings

= Mo coats worn inside the building

Thank you for helping us maintain high standards across the school. Arriving on time, being prepared and
wearing the correct uniform all contribute to a positive and successful learming environment for everyone.

Dates for the Diary 2026

10 10t October — World Mental Health Day
MaAM

12 12th October - Local Democracy Event Town Hall
Mk

15th — 17th October- History Trip to Poland



Knowledge Organisers

Revision & Study Skills

‘ BLACON How to make learning stick and perform well in exams
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All students in Years 7 and 8 have been given a knowledge
organiser which they are expected to bring in every day, with
their 5 a day and student planner.

This contains a visual summary of the key knowledge that
students need for each subject for the Autumn Term.

Knowledge Organisers for Years 9, 10 and 11 will be handed out
next week.

There is a page at the front which explains how they should be
used to support learning in lessons, at home and to revise for
assessments and mock exams.

Please ensure your child brings this to school every day.



Job of the Week

This week’s Job of the week is -

Pharmacologist

Learn more on YouTube!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ZkI\W '
U2-dGc

Student Updates

The Year 11 MADE Training revision workshop on Monday was very
successful, with feedback from the students overwhelmingly positive.
The trainer was engaging with the sessions being informative and lively,
with one student, when asked by another student how the session was,
commenting ‘He’s sound, it’s good’. It was wonderful to see our
students responding so positively, with another commenting, ‘I now
know how to revise’.

Revision skills make such a difference and can give students so much
confidence when approaching exams, and the impact of the day on the
students was clear.

World Mental Health Day 10" October

The theme this year is Lived experiences heard: real voices, real
change, reminding us that good mental health and how talking openly
is such a good thing. Conversations about mental health make a
difference.

https://www.mentalhealth orgiuk/our-work/campaigns/world-mental-
health-day



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRNOFXl5Qxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HN6FtiPKsxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORXOTA4nkp0
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/our-work/campaigns/world-mental-health-day
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ZkIWU2-dGc

Student Updates

Making Music at Blacon: An Autumn Term Update

It has been a busy and musical start to the year at Blacon, with pupils developing their
skills, making music together and preparing for some exciting performances!

Year 7 have been exploring the musical elements through singing, rapping, clapping, and
chair drumming. The photo below captures our young musicians in action! They are
already looking forward to starting keyboard skills after half term.

Years 8 and 9 have been revisiting key musical knowledge and developing their music-
reading skills through performing on the keyboards. Meanwhile, Year 10 are working as
an ensemble and creating our new school band—watch this space! Year 11 are
approaching their Component 2 deadline, developing and demonstrating their skills in
performance and music production.

Our instrumental and singing lessons are filling up, and Guitar Club (Wednesday break
time) has proved very popular so far this year. It has also been lovely to welcome so many
Year 7 pupils to our school choir (Monday afterschool).

The choir has been working with Matt Baker from Theatre in the Quarter to compose a
school song for Blacon. This will be performed on the Storyhouse main stage in
November as part of PLACE, an exciting new project celebrating Chester, its people and
its communities.

Bringing together stories from across the city through film, theatre, music and song,
PLACE explores what it means to belong and celebrates the connections between us. We
are proud that our pupils will be part of this special community performance.

PLACE takes place at Storyhouse, Chester, on Saturday 7 November, with performances
at 11.30am and 2pm. Tickets are available on a “Pay What You Can” basis, from £0—£8.
We would love to see families and friends there to support our choir!

Find out more and book tickets for PLACE

It may only be October, but we are already looking forward to preparing for our many
Christmas performances. There is plenty more music to come!
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https://www.storyhouse.com/whats-on/place/

Year 11 Period O/6 Timetable Autumn Term

Before
School

Lunchtime

After
School (P6)

Evening

Monday

ENGLISH 211

Music (124)
History (318)
Performing
Arts
Coursework
(114)

Home
Learning
Support (202)

Tuesday

Biology PO
8:10-8:40am

Science 1:10-
2:00pm (316)

Performing
Arts
Coursework
(114)

Geography
6:00pm
Remote via
Google
classroom
https://meet.

oogle.com/kgj

-uqgpli-Z0g

Wednesday

Physics PO
8:10-8:40am
(314)

Religious
Studies (228)

MATHS

Child
Development
Coursework
(311)

Home
Learning
Support (202)

Thursday

Chemistry
(309)

Art (122)
Health &
Social Care
(122)
Hospitality &
Catering (122)
Performing
Arts
Coursework
(114)
Geography
(302/223)
Home
Learning
Support (202)

Friday

ATTEND P6 FOR ENGLISH AND MATHS EVERY WEEK

BLACON

HIGH SCHOOL
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https://meet.google.com/kgj-uqpi-zog

Reminders

Year 9 — Don’t forget to sign up
for Duke of Edinburgh Bronze

Award, a fantastic opportunity =y
for students to develop their

independence, confidence, %
resilience and practical skills.

As part of the Award students
will complete training and an
expedition which involves
learning such skills as
navigation, first aid, cooking

and teamwork. BrOI‘IZe Awa I‘d

Don’t miss this amazing
opportunity!

e Blacon High School has membership of the Wellbeing Hub,
October the theme is Empathy and Social Skills and includes:

* Week commencing 14t October — Webinar Empathy, prosocial
development, and raising unselfies

https://club.teentips.co.uk/login/

——The —

Wellbein
Hub o 0

= from Teen Tips—

# BLACON

HIGH SCHOOL
ASPIRE BELIEVE ACHIEVE



https://club.teentips.co.uk/login/

We are proud to share that our Head of Art and Technology was
asked to be part of the shortlisting panel for the Pride of Blacon
competition. It was open to Blacon primary schools and students
had to design a logo. Alongside local Graphic Designer Carl Whitney
and Chair of Pride of Blacon, Reverend Tina Upton, the panel
managed to shortlist from over 300 entries to 2 winners from each
school.

The shortlisted designs were then presented to the Board for them
to choose the final winner. Congratulations to all who took part!

Proud of Blacon
EDBRIP §C|!§| BPEOIE\CEE Neighbourhood Board

With Blacon. - /""”{’T\T |
For Blacon. “BL |

Proud of Blacon is part of the UK-wide government-fundéd initiative
called Pride in Place, for neighbourhoods in most need of support.
Blacon is receiving up to £20 million over a 10-year period to facili-
tate this, which is overseen by a neighbourhood board.




Student Learning - Every Lesson

The Lesson Journey ("
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Student Learning

Revision & Study Skills &

How to make learning stick and perform well in exams ‘ Bri r¢5

THE STUDY CYCLE | A simple routine for long-term success
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Day Club Years Location Staff member

Monday Dance 7 Sports hall Ms Joynson

Monday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns

Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova

Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond

Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns

Tuesday School Band All Music room MS McHale

Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room Break time

Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns

Wednesday Maths KS3 502 Ms Price

Wednesday Art KS3 112 Week 1 only

Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes

Thursday Girls choreography KS3 Sports hall Ms Joynson

Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns

Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Mr Forbes/Ms Wright

Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond

Friday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
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Day Club Years Location Staff member

Monday Science club 7 316 Ms Edwards

Monday Boys Football KS3 3G Mr Sabri/Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns

Monday Cadets All Containers on field Mr Gordon

Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis

Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale

Tuesday Girls Football All MUGA Mr Senior

Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury

Wednesday 3D Print club KS3 122 Ms Wright/Ms Rochell-
Gill

Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC PE staff

Wednesday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis

Thursday Girls netball All Sports hall Ms Carr/Ms Wright

Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis

Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns

Friday Wildlife Club KS3 315 Mrs Hughes
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Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Boys Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova
Tuesday Dance 8 Sports hall Ms Joynson

Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond
Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Tuesday School Band All Music room Ms McHale
Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room Break time
Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Wednesday Maths KS3 502 Ms Price
Wednesday Art KS3 112 Week 1 only
Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes
Thursday Girls Choreography KS3 Sports hall Ms Joynson
Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Ms Wright/Mr Forbes
Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond

Friday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
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Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Boys Football KS3 3G Mr Sabri/Mr
Forbes/Mr
Cairns
Monday Cadets All Containers Mr Gordon
Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale
Tuesday Girls Football All MUGA Mr Senior
Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC
Wednesday 3D Print club KS3 122 Ms Wright/Ms
Rochell-Gill
Wednesday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Thursday Girls netball All Sports hall Mr Cairns/Ms
Wright
Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns
Friday Wildlife Club KS3 315 Mrs Hughes
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Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova
Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond
Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Tuesday School Band All Music room Ms McHale
Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room Break time
Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Wednesday Maths KS3 502 Ms Price
Wednesday Art KS3 112 Week 1 only
Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes
Thursday Girls Choreography KS3 Sports hall Ms Joynson
Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Ms Wright/Mr Forbes
Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond

Friday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
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Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Boys Football KS3 3G Mr Sabri/Mr
Forbes/Mr Cairns
Monday Cadets All Containers on Mr Gordon
field
Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale
Tuesday Duke of Edinburgh Drop in | Participants 315 Ms Hughes
Tuesday Girls Football All MUGA Mr Senior
Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC PE Staff
Wednesday 3D Print club KS3 122 Ms Wright/Ms
Rochell-Gill
Thursday Duke of Edinburgh Training | Participants 315 Ms Hughes/ Mr
Gordon
Thursday Girls Netball All Sports Hall Mr Cairns/Ms Wright
Thursday Dance club Year 9 Main Hall Ms Joynson
Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns
Friday Wildlife Club KS3 315 Mrs Hughes
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Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Monday Maths KS4 502 Ms Price
Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova
Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond
Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Tuesday School Band All Music room Ms McHale
Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes
Wednesday Art KS4 107 Week 2 only
Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room Break time
Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Ms Wright/Mr Forbes
Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond
Friday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
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Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Monday Cadets All Containers on Mr Gordon
field
Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale
Tuesday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Tuesday Duke of Edinburgh Drop in Participants [ 315 Ms Hughes
Wednesday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Art Graphics Product Design KS4 112 Ms Wright
Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC PE Staff
Wednesday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Thursday Duke of Edinburgh Training Participants [ 315 Ms Hughes/
Mr Gordon
Thursday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Thursday Girls Netball All Sports Hall Ms Carr/Ms
Wright
Thursday Fitness Club KS4 Fitness Suite Mr Forbes/Mr
Cairns
Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns
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Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Monday Maths KS4 502 Ms Price

Monday EAL club All 210 Ms Kostadinova
Tuesday Book club All Library Ms Redmond
Tuesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Tuesday School Band All Music room Ms McHale
Wednesday Chess Club All 315 Ms Hughes
Wednesday Art KS4 107 Week 2 only
Wednesday Guitar Club All Music room Break time
Wednesday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Football All MUGA Mr Forbes/Mr Cairns
Thursday Volleyball All Sports hall Ms Wright/Mr Forbes
Friday Silent reading All Library Ms Redmond

Friday Football All MUGA Mr Cairns/Mr Forbes
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Day Club Years Location Staff member
Monday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Monday Cadets All Containers on field | Mr Gordon
Monday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Monday School Choir All Music Room Ms McHale
Tuesday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Tuesday Duke of Edinburgh Drop in Participants |315 Ms Hughes
Wednesday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Drama club All Studio Dr Salisbury
Wednesday Art Graphics Product Design KS4 112 Ms Wright
Wednesday Sport Fixtures All TBC PE Staff
Wednesday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Thursday Performing arts coursework club KS4 Studio Dr Salisbury
Thursday Girls Netball All Sports Hall Ms Wright/Ms
Carr
Thursday Fitness Club KS4 Fitness Suite CAL/FOD
Thursday Home learning club All 202 Ms Lewis
Friday Badminton All Sports hall Mr Cairns
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Area | Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Week Commencing 9t" October 2026
Hot Serve//
Main:
(£2.40) . . Mac & Cheese Chicken Pie,
. Chili And Rice . . . )
Drink: 80p ] with Garlic Burritos Veg and Chicken Wraps
with Nachos Roasties
Cake: 80p Bread
Panini Bar
Main: Panini Panini
(£2.40) @é Cake and Biscuits
Drink: 80p g J Drinks
Cake: 80p N
Cold side Pasta
Main: Salad bar
(£2.40) Sandwiches with
Drink: 80p choice of fillings
Cake: 80p
Cake/ Biscuits/ Fruit

POI? Jacket potato with a choice of
Main:

Cheese
(L) Beans
2I3LB LT Includes side salad
Cake: 80p

Cake/Biscuits or Fruit

"BE THE
PERSON

WHO MAKES

SOMEONE'S
DAY ALITTLE

BRIGHTER."

BLACON HIGH SCHOOL
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CJ BLACON
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ASPIRE BELIEVE ACHIEVE

"EVERYONE'S
GOT THEIR OWN

STRUGGLES.

A LITTLE
KINDNESS

GOES A

LONG WAY."




