
Headlines - Message from the Head 

It's a privilege to share with you highlights from the last week in school, with 
dance students enjoying an incredible two-day visit to London with workshops at 
Pineapple Studios and a visit to see Mama Mia. I am so proud of the students for 
the way they represented our school and grateful to Equity for providing this fully 
funded opportunity for a visit they will remember for the rest of their lives.  

As the weather starts to get warmer and spring is in full flow, we see green 
shoots and blossom all around. Potential is within every single one of our 
learners, just waiting to be activated so that all can achieve more than they ever 
thought possible and we can only do that by working together.  

Spring symbolizes new beginnings, offering students the perfect opportunity to 
plant seeds of knowledge, develop their potential, and bloom into the best 
version of themselves.  

 

Thank you for your continued support as we raise standards across school with a 
culture of high expectations for uniform, conduct, and attitudes to learning.  

 

Rachel Hudson, Headteacher 

Rewards for this week 
Congratulations to students for all of the achievement points given out this week.                   
Congratulations to Year 8 on achieving the highest number of points.   

Blacon’s weekly school letter about the community, for 
the community, published every Friday.  
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Year Total 
Points 

7 331 

8 656 
9 114 

10 229 
11 141 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters - Every Hour, Every Day Counts... 

The attendance for the whole school so far is 
86.9% with attendance for this week being at 
85.6%.  
 
Aim to be in the 100% club next term to be 
entered into our end of term prize draw!  
 
Days off cost grades and affect next steps so 
please work with us to ensure your child attends. 
 

 



Year 8 Achievement Point Recognition 

We are pleased to announce our new initiative to recognise the consistently 
positive behaviour  of our students in lessons and around the school.  

This term we will be keeping an eye on the individual achievement points 
earnt by our Year 8 students, and will be inviting the top 30 achievers to 
take part in a reward event on Friday 27th March. We wish all students the 
best of luck—we hope they continue to give their all for the rest of term! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motivational Quote of the Week 

Letters Home to Parents 

Clear communication with our parents and carers is vital to our school’s 
delivery of effective learning, both inside and outside of the classroom.  

We keep a digital archive of all letters that we have sent to parents and carers 
on our school website. These can be found under News and Events - Letters, or 
at the link here.  

Letters are often sent home via Edulink One and Parentpay - it may be of 
benefit to register for these services if you haven’t already. Paper copies are 
always available where necessary.   

A guide to registering to Edulink One can be found on our website here. To sign 
up to Parentpay, please get in touch at admin@blaconhigh.cheshire.sch.uk  

 

Vince Lombardi was an 
American football coach who 
is considered by many to be 
one of the greatest coaches 
and leaders in American 
sports. He is perhaps best 
knows as the head coach of 
the Green Bay Packers, where 
he led the team to three 
straight and five total NFL 
Championships in seven years, 
as well as winning two Super 
Bowls. Lombardi never had a 
losing season as head coach in 
the NFL, and was enshrined in 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame.  

https://www.blaconhighschool.net/page/?title=Letters&pid=35
https://www.blaconhighschool.net/page/?title=School+apps&pid=72


 

KS3 Macbeth Storyhouse Trip 

A groups of Year 9 students experienced a fantastic performance 
of ‘Macbeth’ at the Storyhouse Theatre in Chester on Thursday 
12th February. We don’t teach Macbeth in Year 9, but it was too 
good to miss and gave students a wonderful opportunity to 
experience a Shakespeare play in the theatre for the first time. 

The theatre was packed for the matinee performance for this really 
lively and colourful take on a classic play, which made it both 
accessible and relevant for a new audience. 

We have to agree with the Storyhouse when it says: 
‘Shakespeare’s iconic tragedy comes alive on stage in a bold new 
production bringing the original text to life with power, pace and 
atmosphere.’ Our students were not familiar with the story ahead 
of the play but had a great time and were all able to unpick the 
plot. 

We look forward to our next 
theatre visit later this month 
when we take Year 10 to see 
Romeo and Juliet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crisis and Resilience Fund—Support for Families Continue  
The Government’s Household Support Fund will end on 31 March 

2026 and will be replaced by a new Crisis and Resilience Fund 
from 1 April 2026. 

Support for residents experiencing financial hardship will 
continue. 

You do not need to take any action at this stage. More information 
will be shared soon. 

If you need help now, you can find support, advice, and support at: 
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/benefits-

and-welfare-help/cost-of-living/crisis-and-resilience-fund 

https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-welfare-help/cost-of-living/crisis-and-resilience-fund
https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/residents/benefits-and-welfare-help/cost-of-living/crisis-and-resilience-fund




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3 Band – We’re Off to a Brilliant Start! 

 

 

We are pleased to announce our brand-new Key Stage 3 School Band, and 
what a fantastic start we’ve had! 
Every Tuesday lunchtime, the music room will be buzzing with the sound of 
brass and woodwind as our talented young musicians come together to re-
hearse, perform, and have fun making music. Our first session was full of en-
thusiasm, teamwork, and some seriously impressive playing for beginners on 
their instruments.  
It was wonderful to see such a range of instruments represented from flutes 
and clarinets to trumpets and trombones,  all working together. Most im-
portantly, everyone showed great focus, positivity, and a willingness to sup-
port one another as we learn to play new instruments and sight-read our first 
pieces. 
The Key Stage 3 Band is open to any pupil who has a brass or woodwind peri 
lesson with Mr Donaldson or Mrs Holmes.   
We’re already looking forward to building our repertoire and working towards 
future performances. If you play a brass or woodwind instrument and would 
like to join us, come along to the music room every Tuesday lunchtime.  



  

Performing Arts Department 

Matilda Rehearsals  
Rehearsals for Matilda are in full swing, with the cast attending Drama Club 
rehearsals every Wednesday after school, Dance rehearsals every Thursday 
lunchtime and Choir every Thursday after school.  
Dr Salisbury, Miss Bolwell and Mr Turner are pleased with the initial 
rehearsals at Drama Club as the ensemble begin to block the action and 
explore their characters, finding exciting ways to be creative with the 
storytelling. Performance dates, times and tickets will be available soon. Dr 
Salisbury has praised the cast on their outstanding rehearsal discipline and 
resilience.  

History Ambassadors’ Bake Sale—2nd April 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Performing Arts Department 

Storyhouse Production: Macbeth 

Dr Salisbury and Mr Turner escorted our Year 10 Performing Arts group to a 
production of Macbeth at Storyhouse. Shakespeare’s iconic tragedy returned 
to the stage in a bold new production, which brought the original text to life 
with power, pace and atmosphere. This production was the Macbeth we all 
know and love: the witches, the prophecies, the blood-soaked ambition – all in 
a haunting, high-stakes world where fate and power collide. The Shakespeare 
classic was adapted and directed by Jamie Sophia Fletcher, the new Associate 
Artistic Director at Leeds Playhouse. She is a director and musician 
specialising in musical theatre and new writing, with a passion for re-
envisioning productions and reframing classic stories for contemporary 
audiences.  
The audience were treated to a 
workshop with members of the 
company following the performance, 
with the opportunity of working 
onstage in a rehearsal of one of the 
scenes with members of the cast. We 
received some lovely comments from 
members of the public who wanted to 
express how polite and well behaved 
our students were and how delighted 
they were to see our students enjoying 
the theatre experience. 



Performing Arts Department 

University of Chester PGR Conference 

Dr Salisbury was delighted to be a keynote speaker at the University 
of Chester PGR Conference, hosted by the School of Education at the 
Exton Park Campus. She shared her research work with staff and 
students, focusing on the Criticality of Creativity in Education and was 
a guest on a Panel discussion alongside her colleague, Dr Amanda 
Kipling, which was chaired by Dr Martin Matthews. The value of 
reflective practice and arts-based research was explored in the 
development of a creative curriculum which equips young people with 
valuable skills that can be applied in any chosen career. 

As a Research Fellow of the University and Visiting Lecturer, Dr 
Salisbury is frequently on campus delivering lectures to PGCE and 
Doctoral students in addition to participating in research projects with 
colleagues at the University. Her main research area is in the role of 
Drama in supporting the mental health and wellbeing of young 
people, and she is currently engaged in a number of research projects 
including: Rhyme and Reason with Curious Minds, Swedish 
Storytelling Project, and the transition from primary to secondary 
education. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 2026 

Year 9 Vaccinations 

A letter went home earlier this week to parents and carers of Year 9 
students, informing them that Intrahealth will be visiting school on 
Wednesday 1st April to deliver the MenACWY and 3-in-1 
teenage booster vaccine to Year 9 students.  

Intrahealth ask that if you would like your child to receive these 
vaccines, protecting against meningitis, sepsis, tetanus, diphtheria, 
and polio, that you give your consent digitally by Wednesday 25th 
March 2026 at the link below: 

https://nhsImms.azurewebsites.net/session/5e2fb0b8  

Information regarding these vaccines is available on 
the NHS website:  

MenACWY vaccine - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

3-in-1 teenage booster overview - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

If you have any queries or wish to withdraw consent, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Intrahealth Immunisation Team: 

Telephone: 03333 583 397 option 7, Option 2 
Email: Imms.W-Chester-CW@intrahealth.co.uk  

Thursday 26th March - Year 9 Progress and Options Evening 

Wednesday 1st April - Year 9 Vaccinations 

Thursday 2nd April - School closes for Easter Break 

26 

1 

2 

https://nhsimms.azurewebsites.net/session/5e2fb0b8
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/men-acwy-vaccine/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/3-in-1-teenage-booster/
mailto:Imms.W-Chester-CW@intrahealth.co.uk?subject=Blacon%20High%20School%20Td/IPV%20&%20MenACWY%20Vaccination


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egg-cellent Easter Display 

The IC have been busy decorating 
their space to celebrate Easter, with 
students creating a wall of brightly 
coloured decorations.  
Miss McMillan would like to give 
Darci in Year 11 a special shout out 
to thank her for all her help with 
preparing the displays! 

 

Blades Down Assembly—Year 9 

Year 9 attended a superbly 
delivered presentation on 
Wednesday 18th March, delivered 
by Danny from Blades Down.  
 
The presentation was a powerful 
message discussing all aspects 
of knife crime and the 
consequences. School have also 
been provided with a bleed 
control kit; which Blades Down 
have donated to us.  
 
Students were so respectful, 
listened well and represented 
Blacon High School positively.  



Chester and District Netball Tournament 

The Chester and District Netball Tournament took place this week, bringing 
together teams from across the area for a highly competitive and enjoyable 
afternoon of sport. Our girls represented the school with determination, 
teamwork, and an excellent sporting attitude throughout the event. 

Despite facing strong opposition in every fixture, the team demonstrated 
impressive resilience and tactical awareness on court. Their passing accuracy, 
defensive pressure, and ability to adapt to different styles of play improved 
with every match. 

After a series of closely contested 
games, the girls secured a 4th place 
finish, a fantastic achievement in a 
tournament featuring many skilled 
and experienced teams. Their com-
mitment, effort, and positive spirit 
were evident in every performance. 

LORIC Focus—Independence 
This term’s LORIC focus is 
Independence. Students will be 
focusing on how they may already be 
achieving these statements, and 
discussing how they can improve 
their independence-based skills.  

Mr Cairns also delivered an assembly 
this week to talk more about the 
habits of independent students.  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Autism Awareness Day - 2nd April 2026 

Ahead of Autism Awareness Day, to be held on 2nd April 2026, we would 
like to share some information that can help parents and teachers support 
young people with Autism. 1 in 100 children worldwide have autism (World 
Health Organisation, 2026), so resources like the booklet below from the 
Wellbeing Hub are vital to ensure that school is an accessible environment 
for us all.  

Autism Awareness Day Resources | Teen Tips — The Wellbeing Hub  

 

Staff Spotlight 

Student Fundraiser 

We would like to give a huge congratulations to 
Miss Beyers for completing her Fire Walk! 

50 volunteers took part and raised £17 000 for 
Maggie’s, a charity supporting Cancer patients 

and their families. This is an incredible 
achievement– well done! 

One of our Year 11 students, Charlie, is currently 
fundraising for his solo trip to Gambia. Charlie 
volunteers his time with the Gunjur Project, 
working with children to improve their reading 
skills.  

To help fund this trip, we are hosting a raffle to 
win an Easter hamper. The hamper contains lots 
of Easter goodies, and will also have a leg of 
lamb and a selection of veggies to go along with 
it.  

Tickets are £1 per strip—if you are interested, 
please visit Mrs Hayden in Art. 

https://club.teentips.co.uk/app/uploads/2026/03/Autism-Awareness-Day-2026-Resources-on-The-Wellbeing-Hub.pdf


Job of the week 

As part of our commitment to supporting Year 11 students with their revision towards the 
summer exams, the school has provided students with a Period 6 timetable. This identifies 
the additional support on offer across the curriculum for students.   
 
All of Year 11 are expected to attend period 6 for Maths and English from January until 
May each Monday and Thursday and this is on student timetables.   

 

Aquaponics technicians help run systems that grow fish 
and plants together in a sustainable and eco-friendly way. 
In aquaponics, waste from the fish provides nutrients for 
the plants and the plants help clean the water for the fish. 
The technician looks after the day-to-day running of the 
system, including feeding the fish, checking water quality, 
fixing equipment, and making sure both fish and plants  

The job of the week this week is an Aquaponics Technician 

Year 11 Period 6 Timetable 

Job of the Week - Youtube 

stay healthy. They may work on farms, in research centres, or at educational sites. 
To become an aquaponics technician, it helps to have knowledge of both aquaculture, fish 
farming, and horticulture, growing plants. Some people take college courses in agriculture, 
environmental science, or aquaculture. Others learn through hands-on work, or apprentice-
ships. Understanding how ecosystems work, having good problem solving skills, and being 
comfortable working with technology are all important. A strong interest in sustainability 
and science is also useful for this kind of role. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=51jzlh84gIQ&feature=youtu.be


 Extra Curricular Activities—KS3 

Year 7 
Lunchtime Clubs                      After School Clubs 

Year 8 
Lunchtime Clubs                      After School Clubs 

Year 9 
Lunchtime Clubs                      After School Clubs 



 Extra Curricular Activities—KS4 

Year 10 
Lunchtime Clubs                      After School Clubs 

Year 11 
Lunchtime Clubs                      After School Clubs 

 
 

Get involved! Get Involved! 
 

We encourage all our students to take part in at least one 
extra-curricular activity to help them make the most of 
their time in school. Extra-curricular activities provide 

spaces for students to socialise, to make new friends and 
to try something new.  



 

Menu—Around the World Week! 
Area Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 2– Week Commencing 23/03/2026 

Hot Serve// 

Main: 
(£2.40) 

Drink: 80p 

Cake: 80p 

Piri-piri 
Chicken with 

Garlic 
Potatoes and 
Corn on the 

Cob  

 
Chicken,  

Fried Rice 
and Noodles 
with Curry 

Sauce  

 
Beef Balti 
with Pilau 
Rice and 

Naan  

 

Pasta Day—
A selection of 

Pasta with 
Garlic Bread 

 
Chicken 

Goujon Wrap 
with Salad, 
Coleslaw, 
and sauce 

 

Panini Bar 
Main: 
(£2.40) 
Drink: 80p 
Cake: 80p 

Panini 
Cake and Biscuits 

Drinks 

Cold side 
Main: 
(£2.40) 
Drink: 80p 
Cake: 80p 

Pasta 

Salad bar 

Sandwiches with 

choice of fillings 

Cake/ Biscuits/ Fruit 

POD 
Main: 
(£2.40) 
Drink: 80p 
Cake: 80p 

Jacket potato with a choice of 

Cheese 

Beans 

Tuna 

Included is a side salad 

Cake/Biscuits or Fruit 


