
 

 

12 th February 2026  

Changes to holiday support for families -  April 2026  

Dear parents and carers,  

We are writing to notify you of changes to holiday support for families as of April 2026. 

Support for families is continuing, but from April 2026 the way help is provided will change.  

February half term 2026 will be the final school holiday period where fr ee school meals 

support is provided automatically in the form of a voucher. However, support will still be 

available.  From April, families who need help will be supported to apply through the Crisis 

and Resilience Fund . 

There is nothing families need to do  at this stage. The Council will share clear information 

ahead of April about how to apply and what support is available.  

If you need help now, cost of living advice and support is available through the Council 

website.  

You will also find attached leaflets  providing information about Healthy Start and some of 

the other support available to residents of Cheshire West and Chester  

Benefits Calculator  
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help.  

Before you start make sure you have some accurate information to hand about your;  

· savings 
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· existing benefits and pensions (including anyone living with you)  

· outgoings (such as rent, mortgage, childcare payments)  

· Council Tax bill  

The benefits calculator can be found here: https://benefits.inbest.ai/cheshirewestandchester  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rachel Hudson 

Headteacher  


