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Blacon High Schoa More Than a School

The ethosof our school is one of ambition, excellence and high expectation

WE BELIEVE $ BLACON
EVERYONE CAN ACHIEVE

ASPIRE BELIEVE ACHIEVE .

e

VALUES

Respect To prepare every To inspire students
Relationships young person to love and enjoy
Resilience for success learning through a

thinking curriculum

MISSION

MORE THAN A SCHOOL
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Chester School SpoRartnership

School Games Organisers Claire Smedley and Elizabeth Nearstelaased at Blacon High School,
which is the host site of Chester School Spartnershipand they organise events and initiatives which
are part of the Youth Sport Trust School Games Prografumeed through Sport England.

Membership

We have had 8schools (primary and special) join the Chester School Sport Partnership this year
where we deliver programmes which amet part of the national remit.

Competitions

County wile this year, competitionsave been split into three categories. This is to help provide
opportunities for all children to take part and enjoy sporting events.

1. Celebratefor children who are new to the sport and / or the least active.
2. Aspirefor children who are not very competitive but like taking part in sport.
3. Inspirefor children who are sporty and competitive.

KS2 Ten Pin

On Thursday 26 Septembey we held our first Ten Pin event in Ellesmeg
Port. This was a pilot event to see how the event was run, and whethe o
children had a positive experience.

In total, 14 schools and 67 children took part in the eveniahtwas organised
by Panathlon. ]

Panahlon is a charity whiclprovides competitive sportingpportunities to
children with disabilitiesnd special educational needs.

Many of the children had never been ten pin bowling before and it was lo
G2 aSS G(KS SEOAIGSYSyliey @ef inkcdailentek A
This was a Celebrate event.

Year 6 Girls Rugby Festival

[yl
;. *| Chester Rughy Club

On Thursday '8 October we had

fantastic morning at Chester Rugby
GAGK LI IF&@SNBR FNRY
team supporting the event. Children froj
nine Chester pmary schools took part i
mini games and a skills session witte
Sharks players and coaches.

This was an Aspire event.
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KS2 Touch Rugby Festivals

On Wednesday"®and Thursday 10October we held our ¥ar 3 and 4 and 5 an@ touch rugby
festivalsat Chester Rugby Club. In tqtal9 children from 36 school teams took part in the event over
the two days. This event was an introduction to rugby for those who had not played before, and also
gave an opportunity for those who have played tmtioue todevelop their skills.

This was an Aspire event.

Girls Football Partnership

Chester School Sport Partnership were shortlis
for a FA / YST award at a highly prestigious €g
SPSyAy3a G {G DS2NHSQ I T
A film crew came into Blacon High School in 322?3;“””,3
summer term, to film the3 A NdotBaiD activator|j s
leaders in action whilst they led a football festi
for our primary schools.

At the awards eveninghe short film was share
with the audience which showiethe girls being
interviewed and action from the festival.
¢KS IANI & ¢SNB WI AIKTE
in which Ellen White (Ex Lioness) ande€Balding
presented the award.

SEND Boéa and New Age Kurling Festival

We held our Boccia and New A#eirling festival at Ellesmere Port Spc
Village on Monday October. In totalwe had 26 children from 6 schoc
learn how to play the two sports.

Two teams will be selected for the county finahich will be held in the sprini
term.
This was &elebrate event.
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Year 5 and Quick Sticks Hockey Competition o :

On Thursday 17 October, we held our Year 5&6 Quicl

Hoole Primary School wothe event, with Boughton .
Heath Primary coming in a fabulous second place.
teams will represent Chester at the Cheshire al
Warrington County Final in March.
This was an Inspire event.

Year 1&2 Multi Skills Festivals

On Monday 11 and Tuesday 12 November we had our ¥ar 1 and2 Multi Skills Festivals at

Ellesmere Port Sports Village. Hetlee children rotated around six stations involving throwing,

catching, balancing, jumping and hand / eyeotdination. The event involved 31 differeaschool

groups and over 800 children. It is such a lovely event to see all the KS1 children enjoying what for

some of them is their firsgports event outside of school.

This event was open to all children in the year groupsvad.
. . - - — N —

T e S e

e e ———— e
T

SEND Table Cricket Festival

On Wednesday "6November we held our first Table Cricket competition
Blacon High School. This was run by Owen Williamson from Cheshire ( :
We had 3 primary schools and 18 children come and try the eventhaydall
had a brilliant timeThank you to Blacon for hosting the eventian Owen fo
a great festival.

This was a Celebrate event.

Other events scheduled for this term:

Year 5 ané Basketball Competition
Year 5 anéd Young Ambassador Training
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Koboca Survey

We have paid for a license for all schools in Chester to access the Koboca ywebsite we are
encouraging schools to complete the national Pupil Activity & Wellbeing survey.,3268r pupils

have completed the survey from 17 schools. Heahools carsee detailed reports on who the least
active children are, those that want to be sports leaders, and those that do not know what a healthy
balanced diet is amongst other questions. Schools can then put interventions in place to éelp th
children who needtithe most and this is being used by the pastoral team to support students in all
aspects of their welbeing and to break down barriers to learning.

English

Throughout theautumnterm, the English Department have enjoyed teaching students a range of texts
and topicsAll studentshave access to a broad and balanced curriculum which serves to foster a thirst
for learning and a love of reading, writing and speaking.

Texts andTopics:

Year 7 students began the year with a transitional unit: Me, Myself and I. This unit focused on
biographies and autobiographies of influential figures such as Anne Frank, Malala, and Michelle
Obama. Students wrote a chapter for their own autobiqma for their assessment. To build on this,
Year 7 are now studying Storytelling and the art of oracy.

Year 8 students began the year looking at rhetoric and stud)” ‘q
speeches from famous orators such as Martin Luther King and Ergs y

Watson. We really enjed studying the effects of persuasive featur
and students used these in their own speeches about a topic of t
choice. Year 8 are now studyi@iver Twist we are really enjoying
following the journey of Oliver and the range of characters
encouners along the way.

Year 9 students began the yee
studying The Power of Languag
and the changes that people ca%
make using just a pen and thei

. voice. Our assessment focuse

on the work of Marcus Rashforc
during Covid and how h
changed the lives of ntibns from just a letter. Year 9 are now
studyingOf Mice and Mepand are enjoying the many sides of
society represented in the text.

Year 10 and 11 students continue with their studies of GCSE
English Language and Literature, honing their exam skills and
enjoying our carefully chosen Literature texts.
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Open Evening

la S@PSNE (KS 9y3IftAaK S5SLINIYSyd e¢Fa GKS LIX I OS
prospective students came to visit our live lesson, during which our students were stédylngser

Calls andOliver TwistThrough using our whiteboard tables, students were able to work in groups and

iKSy OFNRdA St I NPdzyR G(KS OflF 8aNR2Y (2 o0dAfR 2y §

work, which parents and prospective studentsrer@ery impressed by!

Black History Month:

The English Department were, once again, proud to celebrate
commemorate such an important month in the calendar. We recog
the importance and influence of the writing of amazing black writ
through time and why it is so key for us to celebrate their works. CioBer 2024
English Department led in the celebrations by each displaying a fa F
black writer on their classroom door, and why they find them such
inspirational figure. Students also enjoyed studyingwwgks of black
writers in their lessons; for example, Year 11 took the opportuni
regAAAG GKS LIR2SGNR 2F W2Ky ! 3|
aS 1Aaliz2NEQO®

Remembrance Day:

As always, the English Department took the opportunity to rementihese who risked and lost their

lives through war, by commemorating this special day. Students worked on a display, which takes pride
of place in the English corridor. We studied the history and symbolism of the poppy in KS3, and in KS4
werevisedthewatl2 SY&d 2F 2dzNJ t 2SGNRB ! yikK2f 238 Of dza i SNY
was a particularly poignant piece of writing to study on this important day.

For what we believe is the first time in olistory, Blacon High School has

its own Christmas tree in the beautiful cloisters at Chester Cathedral. The
GKSYS (GKA&a 8SIN)Jgla W2KEFEGO /KNRaGY!L &
an EngliskArt crosscurricular project
GKAOK F20dzaSR 2§
Students worked with Miss Wrigh
(Art) and Miss McFetridge (English)
create stunning decorations made
from book pages, along wit
guotations from classic tales about thc;; 3

|

joy of Christmas. We then visited the_
Cathedral to decorate the tree, whicl#
looked beautiful¢ if we do say sot
ourselves!
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Upcoming Opportunities

Year D and 11 students accompanidtiss McFetridge, Mr Stockdale and Miss DuffyManchester

Palace Meatre thisweek to see the evek YLINS & a4 A @S aidl 3S LISNBeaYXYI yOS
Brothers which has beennvaluable in supporting their understanding of one of the key GCSE
Literature texts.

Maths

This term, our students have engaged with a wide range of topics, each carefully chosen to build both
their mathematicaknowledge and their problerolving abilities, with a focus on how mathematics
applies to realife scenarios.

Year 7 Students have been exploridgebraic Thinkingincluding understanding and using algebraic
notation, as well as concepts of equalitpdaequivalence. This topic is crucial for building a solid
foundation in algebra, which is a key component of their future GCSE studies. Students have shown a
keen interest in this area, and their ability to reason algebraically is improving steadily.

Yea 8 The focus in Year 8 has beenRnoportional Reasoningincluding ratio and multiplying and
dividing fractions. These skills are essential not just for future mathemaititsfor understanding
everyday situations such as financial literacy, cookany] even certain careers in science and
engineering. The students have been enthusiastic about applying these concepts 4gorkehl
problems.

Year 9 In Year 9, students have been developing thi#asoning with Algebrakills. This is an
important step in preparing them for the more complex algebraic concepts they will encounter in GCSE
mathematics. The emphasis has been on critical thinking and the ability to manipulate and solve
equations, which are essential skilks Euccess in both mathematics and other subjects.

Year 10 This year group has been studyBignilarity and Trigonometrytwo fundamental topics that
provide the groundwork for many GCSE problems. The concepts of scale, proportion, and the use of
trigonometric ratios are not only key to mathematical success but are also highly relevant in fields such
as architecture, engineering, and physics.
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Year 11 Year 11 students have been reviskigebra, Ratio, and Fractions, Decimals and Percentages
These topis are central to the GCSE syllabus and are often areas where students struggle. Through
targeted revision and problergolving sessions, we have seen improvement in both their confidence
and their ability to apply these concepts in exatygle questions.

In addition to the curriculum, we have had some exciting extracurricular events that have enhanced
our students' learning experiences. Thgerpool Outreach Programmerganised two events for our
Year 7and Year 8 students: thHeun MathsRoadshowand theDragon Quiz

These activities involved students working together to solve prokdeiving challenges and taking

part in a relay race of maths questions. These experiences allowed students to engage with
mathematics outside the classroom, fostering teaomky creativity, and a love for the subject. The
students were incredibly webbehaved, representing the school with enthusiasm and professionalism.
The events not only reinforced their mathematical understandibhgt also demonstrated the
importance of larning through handsn experiences and collaboration.

Overall, it has been a productive term in the Mathematics Department, with students making strong
progress across the curriculum, participating enthusiastically in extracurricular activities, and

devdoping key skills that will support their academic and personal growth.

Science

This term, the Science department welcomed in the National Sp ) NVATIONAL

. SPACE ACADEM
Academy to do deliver some workshops to some of our Year 9s and
The Space to Learn classes were aimed at inspiring and engaging

SPACE TO LEAR
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students in the science and physics concepts around spaeee travel, and the solar system. The
whole day event saw a Year 9 and Year 10 group take part in various hands on practical activities that
explored the way in which modern science contributes to our understanding and exploration of the
solar system ath beyond.

¢KS Y{o aladSNOftlFaa ¢6A0GK LI NIAOALIYGEA FTNBY ., SINJ
the physics of rockets and propulsion, exploring how we are able to reach the moon. It also investigates

the survival challenges astronauts fanespace, including the effectd pressure on the human body.

As part of the session the groups had to design, makd launch their very own model rocket using

a high power air propulsiopump. The studerstwere set the challenge of seeing how highithecket

would travel. All rockets were launched to an impressive height on our school field but the clear winner

with a height ol65m was Jaciay CantWeir.

R

¢tKS Y{n aI-éGSNI)fI-é' 221 Ay13
[ 2 21 A Y, &kplords th§ @man desire tc
learn @out our universe. It traces our!
journey of space discovery so far, as well (i
the ways we use satellites and spa I
technology to look back at and learn mo
about our own planet. & part of this
sessionour ¥ar 10s got to experience way
in which we cammap the solar system using
high tech detectors such as Infrared imagimg
techniques. Pictured here is Aston and George in bin bags (a marked improvement!) demonstrating
how thermal imaging can be used to produce images that the naked eye may not be ade.to
Studentsalso got to explore the engineering behind a real space suit and talked about how it was
designed to compensate changing pressures duringtdkend landing. Pictured here is George trying

the suit on for sizeStudentdoved the fact thathis suit hagat one time in its lifebeen in orbit around

the earth.

LT}
Lrtptytptgt

10



BLACON

HIGH SCHOOL

ASPIRE BELIEVE ACHIEVE
Aswell as thisKS3students in ¥ars 7 an@ tookpart in some live workshops onling

F20dzaaSR 2y OftAYIFGS OKFy3aS yR 02U 9 yaqQ
%cong

together to ergage with a seminar explaining how climate change is affettiag
deep sea marine ecosystem.

Baku
Azerbarijan

History
Grosvenor Museum loan items

The History Department loaned Roman items
from the Grosvenor Museum in Chester, in
September for two weeks. Year 7 students
(and other excited year groups) were able to
try on the items, which helped them to
understand what life might have been like in |
the Roman times.

History Hot Scholars Trips

The History Hot Scholars have been on several trips so f
this year. They wertb the Cheshire Military Museunand

on a separate occasion went to Chester to walk the Rom .
walls. =

Visit from a Local idtorian

History Hot Scholars hawaso had a visit from a local
Historianfrom the Blacon History Society. It was a really intergstind engagingatk about Blacon
through time from Alan and everyone learnt a great deal about the local area.

Fundraising Bke Sale- Wreaths for Belgium

The History Hot Scholars did a brilliant bake salstisgdentsto raise money for two wreaths fohe
Belgium trp with the Blacon logo on thenThese wreaths were placed on the Ypres monument for
the Cheshire regiment

11
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Trip to Ypes,Belgium with Years 9 and 10

A group of 3&tudents from ¥ars9 and
10 visited the Ypres Battlefields for two
days on November 11 We took part in
the Remembrance display at the Menin
Gate on the 1¥, which was particularly
poignant. We visitedemeteriesof the
allies and also the German forcessited
Caterpilar Mine CQater andthe trenches a
museum and lots moréelhestudents
were exempdry and it was a superb trip.

Year 11 Revision

The History department is doirgyerything possible to supportedr 11studentsin their upcoming

GCSE exams. Historyisgon has been running since September and has an average attendance of 20
which is around 1/3 of the History cohort. Revision is on a Tuesday lunch time and also after school to
encourage attendance.

Upcoming Plans

A Shewsbury Prison trip in December
A Hot Scholss trip to the Chester archive

Music

KS4 classes are working towards their Component 1 and 2 Coursework units for their BTEQ eaurse
11 are developing skills in solo performance and production. Year 10 are developing their solo
performanceskills and analysing key songs and key features from different genres of music.

KS3studentshave been workig on Musical Elements this terrapalysing music, composireggrie
music and music for fireworkand have nownoved on to: Keyboard Skills in Y&aBlues in &ar 8
and performing with expreson in ear 9.

12
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The school Choir and a small KS4 ensemble performétea/Whole School Celebratiorvéhing in

November and all ensembles are now working towards a busy Christmas Schedule.

Matt Baker Songvriting Workshop

On Wednesday 20November, the Year 10 BTEC Music were joined by local composer Matt Baker.
The class worked with Matt to compose two pieces for his next production with Rewind Youth Theatre
group, which is based around the theme of a gra@ighildren being lost in an Al world. Téidents
had a fantastic morning with Matt and he is hoping to use some ofstiidents as productio
band/musicians in April 2025.

b— )

7N

Music Department Key Dates:

A Monday 9 December; Blacon Community Carol Service, Holy Trinity Chut®Bpéng

7.00pm
A Tuesday 1®0December;. f | O2y t SyaArAz2ySNRa / KNRadylFa ! FGSN
A Tuesday 1% December; Blacon Christmas Show (Dance, Drama and MusioetGdeatre,

Storyhouse 6.00pm 7.00pm

Art and Design

Trinity Art competition

The art department have worked closely with Revered Tina from the Trinity church to run an art
O2YLJ SGtGA2y o6FaSR 2y aUGKS ylGdz2NIt 62NI Re ®

The 3 finalists ware invited
along to the opening night
where their work was
exhibited alongside Treens
/| 2EQ4 &aidl AySR
exhibition ¢ with the aim to
celebrate local female artists
Revered Tina visited student
at Blacon to present prizes t
studentsinvolved.
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Celebrating Diwali

To celebrate the festival ofiali the art
department worked with all students across
KS3 to produce beautiful rantjpatterns to
decorate the cateen, where studentshad a |
selection of Indian food to choose from. The i
FSadAglrt FAGGSR Ay L
art scheme of wik, so we showcased some |
2F frad &SFNDRE FAyFf §

Year 7 * .

Year 7 students have made a brilliant start
to their art careers here at Blacon. They have been researching Indigmesgarching the culture
and exploring the use alour and pattern through drawing and painting.
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Year 8

Year 8 students have been mastering their skills in drawing, tonal shading, blending and water colour
through the bug project! They are producing fantastic work so far! They will explore mats and
eventually produce a-B sculpture based on Julie Alicadpell to round up this project.

o

Year 9

Year 9 have been creating beautiful outcomes at

the start of their Urban Landscapes project.

They have been looking at tone, perspective

drawing/ KSAaY | yR [/ AN} t KSftly
so far this year. We are looking forward to seeing

how their work develops throughout the year!

GCSE Fine Art

In Year 1Q students have been delving into thei '
first project of layers. We have been focussing§

Mexican Artist Victoria Villasana. We have sor
surprisingly good sewers hidiig Year 10.

15
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Performing Arts

The AutumnTerm has been filled with exciting projects in addition to the curriculum basevitéegi
planned by Dr SalisburyWe have enhanced our creative offer to our existing curriculum, forged
international links with creative practitioners, developed pilosearch programmes and hosted Initial
Trainee Teachers (ITTs) from Cheshire West and Chester.

In addition to this, the Head of Department was officially awarded as a Doctor of Education at the
University of Chester Graduation ceremony on Fridal8vembe. Upon awarding Dr Salisbury, Vice
Chancellor, Professor Eunice Simmons, commended the value of the research conducted and has
requested that Dr Salisbury send her work for the Vick | y OSf f 2 NDa O2y aARSNI GA 2\

5NJ { I f A a0 dzNE QEmarkiftBgi \loide: thedroleDiy {
Drama in supporting the mental health and wellbeing of young
people in a secondary school settindt may be accessed
through the University of Chester Repository by clicking on thé
link provided:
https://chesterrep.openrepository.com/handle/10034/628836

The ArtsBased research study was conducted here at Blacon
High School and has influenced pedagogical theory and pract
in schools and institutional settys, being used in Initial Teache
Training, specialised Mental Health practice, professional CPL
and as an allusion for further research. Dr Salisbury is curren
considering a number of offers from academics and professiol
artists and practitioners tengage in and lead on further Asts
Based research projects in education.

Key Stage 3

Year 7 have engaged in a practical exploration of Drama skills and techniques focusing on the effective

use of voice and movement to develop their verbal awd-merbal communication skill§hey have

created their own performances of scenes from Romeo and Juliet and devised stylised scenes from

The Tempest. ThrougdMSdessonsthe students are exploring the social, moral, spiritual and cultural

context of ShA S& LIS NBEQa GKSIF GNB (KNP dz3 K pldyNdeuwsingt &t Sy 3
performance. The study of Classical theatr .
has been enhanced by the annual Sthouse
Schools Productignwhich was performed to
the Year 7 cohort and an audience of our Ye
6 Primary students in Odver here at Blacon
High Schoolt KA & &SI NQ& Thé
Tempest This annual event is part of th
collaborative work between Dr Salisbury ar
the educational outreach team at Stonpuse.

16
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Year 8

This TermYear 8 studentk | S SELX 2NBR / 2YYSRAI RSfCantulyliS Ay

Italian style of theatre has influenced many successful and popular comedy performances including
w2gly 1i1AyazyQa aNJ . Slys Clgfide ¢26SNkeeled2yde
at making each other laugh with their comedic dramatizations as they produce high quality Lazzos
(short comedy scenes) using exaggedabody language and gesturds. SMSC they have been
exploring healthy relationships and consent,lime with ou PSHE curriculunDr Salisbury works
collaboratively with Kathryn Kirk from CSASS (Chester Sexual Abuse Support Service), a highly
experienced Drama and Dance practitioner, to deliver highly informative sessions through Drama
practice and exploration, eoaraging discussion and problesolving through a range of practical
scenarios to present resolutions and encourage students to make the right choices.

Working in pairs, the Lazzo of th
Servant looks at class, power and stat
exploring relationships and morg
choices.

Students have produced excelle
comedy scenarios. They have explor
a number of Lazzi, including The Lazzc
the Chair, The Lazzd the Statue, The|
Lazzo of the Fly and The Lazzo of
Money.

Year 9

CSENI o0 alGdzRSy G & F NB  OdzNNIBVA liHeyare $nbkinlfy exdelleryf frogeeS Ay A &
developing their undersinding of the roles of actors, directors and designers as they work
collaboratively to create selected scenes from the play. Year 9 is when we introduce the technical

aspects of performing arts, including set design, lighting design, and special eff&etspan addition
to developing their skills as actors and directo

Students take the roles of actors, directors a
designers. The actors are instructed by the direct
through a workshop rehearsal of a scene, though 1
actors may alsoterpret their roles through persona
choice. Lighting designers are introduced to t
lighting desk and rig to create their choices to lig
the scene. Prop designers are tasked with makin
camp fire using the materials provided and g
designers argiven a brief to create a set using on
chairs. Students may explore all roles across
seauencina of lessons in this term.

17
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Year 10

Year 10 students have made an excellent start to their BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts course.
¢KS& INB SELI2NAY3I 2AffAlY {KIthr&ughLdSdnged®iQieatre a A Ra .
atetsSaod ¢KSe KIFI@S RSOAASR ¢2N)] dzaAy3ad t KeEaaolf ¢K
Chairs.

[ AT (N, .

To support the completion of Component 1 coursework, the students have watched The Bridge
¢CKSIFGNB ALANPRdz08EA2Y 2F ! aARAdZYYSNI bAIKGQa 5NBIY
circus skills to complete choreographed aerial work and the audience were physically immersed in the
performance. The roles of Oberon and Titania were reversed to present anspdiver between the
3SYRSNEZ LINBaSyidiy3a GkKS addzRSyia oAlGK SEFYLX Sa :
inclusive and diverse audience experience. The costumes and props were modernised and
contemporary music was used to enhance the storytglliCharacters spoke directly to the audience,
addressing them as if they were in the play. Students are now working on devising their own scenes

using the production as a stimulus to create performances for assessment. Their work is also supported

by ther workshops with external providers, including Queens Park High Sclioebn, Drama

Centrum and University of Chester ITT students.

18
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Year 11

Year 11 students have just completed their coursework for Component 1 of theT&EE@ward in
Performing Arts.They have explored the musical Kinky Boots after watching the live theatre
performance at Storyhouse. They have researched and analysed the production process and engaged
in a range of workshops which included a heels chgraphy session, drag makg and finding props

on a budget.Students are now pregring for their upcoming exani.he theme will be released in
January and all elements of the exam should be completed by Easter. Dr Salisbury is extremely pleased
with the crative choices, resilience and commitment that students have shown to their work.

19
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Research and Collaboration
Dr Salisbury has facilitated workshops for our students by engaging with leading International Drama
educatas and creative practitionerst was an honour to work alongside Professor Allan Owens from
the University of Chester in a research oppaoity with practitioners from BPama Centrum in
CzechoslovakiaCurriculum design, sequencing and mapping was shared with our visitors to support
them in their knowledge and understanding @irriculum planning in Englantt.is hoped that Dr
Salisbury wilbe able to accept the invitation to Czechoslovakia to observe their Drama practice and
advise further on curriculum development,

Professor Allan Owens is a highly respected and
widely published Drama practitioner, who is at the
forefront arts-based research into creatiy@actice.
He works internationally with students and
teachers to explore ways of breaking down physic
and cultural barriers through storytelling. Here, D
Salisbury and Professor Owens are performing a
short piece of Drama to Year 10 Performing Arts
students.

Drama Centrum delivered a creative practice workshop to the Year 10 Performing Arts group, where
students explored howo present Czechoslovakian words through the Drama practice of Mantle of the
Expert. The students were highly creative and presented work of a high standard, taking a new
knowledge and understanding into their work in Performing Arts.

Drama PGCE studerftem the University of Chester delivered exciting workshops to Year 7, Year 8
and Year 10 students to enhance their understanding of the topics being studied in school. Our
students engaged well and were highly creative, showing great progress and bereimgt ther
Drama skills and techniques.

Dr Salisbury invited International PGCE English students from Sweden join us in November and work
with the Performing Arts and English departments to observe teaching practice and deliver cultural
lessons and workeps to our students in Key Stage 3. This was the second consecutive year that Dr
Salisbury has worked collaboratively with the University of Chester on the Swedish ITT project. The
Swedish students observed outstanding teaching practice and sharectthwiral heritage with our
students through their engagement in English and Performing Arts.

Dr Salisbury and Louise Thompson are working with Curious Mindaxeiting pilot project called
Rhyme and Reason, fundég the Steph Lampl Foundatiowe ae one of only 5 schools selected
from the North West of England to engage in this work which builds on the Arts for the Blues research
model, exploring and evaluating the impact of the Arts on mental health and euedjtusing poetry

as a vehicleA profesional poet will work collaboratively with us through workshop sessions to
support our students in using poetry as a form of expression.

Drama Club
Both Drama Clubs are currently rehearsing for our upcoming performance of Alice in Wonderland. The
production date is yet to be confirmed as we are still trying to raise funds for costumes, make up and

set.
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Chester Schools Together
Equality, Diversity and InclusioBonference

On Thursday 1 September, 10 students from the new Year 11 Leadership Team attended the CST
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) Conference. This took place at the University of Chester, with
students from the other CST schodlé¢e were delighted to have two renowneplest speakers:

A Laura Batesan activist, writer, speaker and journalist. She is the founder of the Everyday
Sexism Project, an evncreasing collection of over 200,000 testimonies of gender inequality.

A Clarke Carlislea former professional footballeClarke is also an ambassador for the mental
health charity Mind. Suffering from depression and mental health issues throughout his adult
life, Clarke speaks openly about his battle, working to break down the stigma around these
issues and explore topicd racism, tolerance and difference.

The day was split into 2 sessions, starting with a presentation from each speaker and followed by a
student workshop.Students made a superb contribution to this conference, giving them the
opportunity to work with youg people from the five schools across the partnership.

Year 8 Rowing Team

I yS¢ 3ANRdzL 2F , SINJy &addzRSyida KI@S aidl NISR GNI
attend weekly Rowing sessions early on a Monday morning. They are working wedlaas artd we
have seen some fantastic rowing in a short amount of time ontater.

Year 9 Rowing Club

I IANRBdzZL) 2F flFad &SFNRa w2gAy3da ¢Sy KIFI@S 22AySR
afterschool on a Fridaynd train with other rowers from the clubs and schools across Chester. They
will compete n Regattas throughout the year.

Scalextric Masterclass

4studentsfromBF NIy NBE FGOSYRAyYy 3 { I {dzNRHigh $adoldot fSUND | & & S
Saturdys throughout November, where they are designing and creating a Scalectrix car from scratch
and will rae their cars against schools from across the UK. This project aims to raise awareness of
STEM and wider engineering roles among students. Workingstuitlents from across the six schools,
they will design and manufacture Scalextric cars using CAD/CAM design principles, engage in graphic
design through the customisation of their cars and work with advanced teopied such as 3D
printers. The studenthave enjoyed the masterclasses so far and have been outstanding ambassadors
for our school working with the technology department &t B K 2 LJIQ & &
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Cathedral Christmas Trees

On Monday 18 Novembey studentswere taken toChesterCathedral to decorate the CSHiriStmas

tree and Blacon High School Christmas Tree. Musicians had created decorations for the CST tree,
creating beautiful paper origami shapes using music sctre®lacon logpand CST logos. They were
added to decorations from other CST schools watx a beautiful tree in the Cathedral. CST also
funded the Blacon High School treehich has been decorated by the English and Art Departments,
with outstanding decorations to create a wonderful tree for our school. Please visit the display in the
Cathedral Christmas Tree Fesatiand look out for our trees.

Chester Schools TogetherCelebration of Partnership

| had the privilege of visiting the House of Lords ' § @
5"Novemberg A G K { St Syl hR@e =
School for the parliamentatgunch2 ¥ G KS L
Celebrating Brtnerships report, hosted by Lorc
Lucas. This event hught leaders from independent
and state schools involved in partnerships, MPs a
Peers along with representatives from across th
educationworld. As one of the founding schools c
CST, it was an honour to attend at this prestigio 1. ceienrating Partnerships booklet is our
event and to have ouwork recognised in this way ) 002 o0 Secior e el
Blacon High School is featured in the report ScHabls:

celebrate the partnership working betweeimdependent and state

schools.

il 1N SN
Celebrating Partnerships 2024

The full report can be accessed here with Chester Schools Together and Bigtt&@chbol featuring
on page 52https://publuu.com/flip-book/706698/1573120/page/52
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Careers and Personal Development

All Year 10 students attended the Cheshire West and Chester Pledge Careers Fair §rQbelaer.
This is the second year we have attended this event and there were over 50 represeritativ€Xst

16 provision, local and national employeesd training providers. Students found the experience
valuable and it also supported their confidenceapproaching employers to ask questions.

Ten Year 10 students, for the fifth year running, have been taking part in the Bank of America
mentoring programme. This runs over four sessions and covers aspects of future aspirations and goal
setting and also Unérsity and FE.

Sixteen Product Design students from Year 10 were selected to take part in a STEM workshop run by
EDTc¢ Industrial Cadets. This was set up by Mr Hugaed dudents receiveda certificate on
completion. This is a recognised awasdemployers and universities.

Students in Year 11 have attended assemblies from CCSW, ®Fd®6 LLS Sporiand the Steven
Gerrard academy.

Students in Year 10 have had their Work Experience launch assembly from Mploy. This is due to take
place in Avril 2025.

Year 11 students are having their 1:1 Pathway / Careers meetings. Students will be seen on a rota or
they are able to come and request a session. Some students have already had their college interviews
and have secured a place on theioskn cairse for September 2025.

Gatsby Benchmarks for Goddareer Guidance into practice
Key updates and themes include:

1. Maintaining Core BenchmarksThe eight benchmarks remain unchanged in title but have
been updated to reflect the latest evidence and bpsictices from the past decade. These
updates aim to improve the career outcomes for young people, with clear, measurable criteria
for institutions to follow.

2. Inclusive and Impactful Careers Guidandéhe framework emphasizes that careers guidance
shouldcater to the individual needs of every student, including those with special educational
needs and disabilities (SEND), and ensure all young people have equal opportunities.
Institutions are encouraged to tailor their careers programs and support for wisdaged or
vulnerable groups.

3. Variety in Career ExperiencedMeaningful encounters with employers and educational
settings are highlighted, with an emphasis on ensuring these interactions arglamtied,
interactive, and reflect realvorld expectations These encounters should be part of a
progressive, sequenced career program, offering students insight into various sectors and
roles.
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4. The Role of Leadership and Staffareers guidance should be a whstool or wholecollege
effort, led by educationaleadership and involving all staff members. Clear roles for careers
leaders, advisers, and teachers are outlined, with a focus on embedding careers advice across
the curriculum.

5. Use of Data and InformationThe importance of sharing higjuality, upto-date information
on career pathways anthbour market data is stressed, with an emphasis on ensuring this
information is accessible and useful for young people and their families. The framework now
encourages institutions to focus on using destination datd tracking students' progress to
better evaluate careers programs.

6. Parental EngagemenfThe updated benchmarks stress the need for stronger involvement of
parents and carers in the career development process, supporting them in making informed
decisionsalongside their children. This is now incorporated into the strategic planning of
careers programs.

The updates reflect a commitment to providing highality, inclusive, and impactful career guidance,
ensuring that young people are equipped with thellskiknowledge, and experiences necessary to
make informed decisions about their future.

September Guarantee 23/24

Intended Destination Data / September Guarantee

2017 - 2024
2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 21/22 22{23 23f24
No. of students No. of students No. of students No. of students No. of students No. of students No. of students
Number in Year 58 70 a9 111 118 138 125
Group
Aclevels/level3 | 53% 28 54% 57 65% 62 57% 53 a5% 58 a | # 65%
Vocational
23 18%
Level 2 15 26% 13 19% 17 18% 22 20% 39 33% 30 36%
Level 1 6 10% 13 19% 5 6% 21 20% 19 16% 18 13% = 17%
Apprenticeship / |, 5% 0 0% 3 3% 2 2% 3 3% 7 5% 2 2%
Employment
Forces 0 0% 2 3% 3 3% 1 1% 1 1% 1 1%
1 1%
Other 3 5.2% 2 2.9% 4 4.5% 3 3% 3 3% 4 3%
Cadets

So far this year we have had some new recruits joiragsvell as a new member from the Cadet
training team. We havibeen Poppy selling in Chestety&entre 3 weekends over October/November,
as well as Remembrance Sunday where our students marched through the streets. Weapon handling
tests have recently been completed by all Cadets for the Scorpion air rifle. StialiCadets are able
to participate in an upcoming shoot.
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This weekwe are going to meet Upton High School to propose we join forces and for them to come
along to our Cadets sessions on a Mondag lirid to increase our numbers.

We have a weekend awayapined for the end of January, where Cadets will learn their skill at arms.
Providing they pass their new weapons handling test, we will have a weekend on the ranges at Fox
barracks in March. Our annual camp week away will Be-13" July.

Blacon High School Remembers

On Monday 11 November, students led a moving assembly with the Cadets to remember all those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice in wars, both past and present. The whole school joined together
in two minutes silence at 11.@@n and marked this occasion with respectvas have done each year.
Representatives from each year group came together to lay crosses at the front of school and Ben
Littler from Chester Wind Band kindly returned to play The Last Post, which could be heard throughout
school.
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Culture Capital / Larning outside the classrooraverview

Culture Capital Data — 19" November 2024

All Students
At least 1 Trip At least 2 Trips At least 3 Trips At least 4 Trips
Trip Group Numbers in Cohort No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of No. of % of
Students students Students students Students students Students students

Year 7 trips 134 126 54.03 34 25.37 1 0.75 0 0.00
Year 8 trips 160 159 59.38 110 68.75 ] 43.13 25 15.63
Year 9 trips 161 156 56.89 153 55.03 145 52.55 145 50.06
Year 10 trips 147 147 100.00 140 55.24 138 53.88 137 53.20
Year 11 trips 142 130 S51.55 128 50.14 123 86.62 118 83.10
All Trips 744 718 596.51 565 75.94 480 64.52 425 57.12

Pupil Premium Students

At least 1 Trip At least 2 Trips At least 3 Trips At least 4 Trips
Trip Group Numbers in Cohort | No. of PP % of PP No. of PP % of PP No. of PP % of PP No. of PP % of PP
Students students Students students Students students Students students

Year 7 trips 67 62 92.54 16 23.88 1 1.49 0 0.00
Year 8 trips 69 68 98.535 45 65.22 45 65.22 15 27.54
Year 9 trips 76 75 98.68 75 98.68 72 94.74 68 89.47
Year 10 trips 82 82 100.00 77 93.30 77 93.30 76 92.68
Year 11 trips 68 62 91.18 60 88.24 59 86.76 59 86.76
All Trips 362 349 96.41 273 75.41 254 70.17 222 61.33

PE

The PE department is proud of the extensive exwaicular clubs, enrichment, and fixtures delivered
throughout the autumn term. We now offer Volleyball and Dance lunch time clubs alongside KS3 and
KS4 social faball clubs at lunch time. The PE department mostly offer after school clubs and since

September, students in KS3 and KS4 have the opportunity to attend Netball, Badminton, Fitness,

Futsal, Football, Basketball and Dance clubs delivered by a range dr@taf8.10pm to 4.10pm.
Alongside our clubs, PE deliver a range of sporting opportunities against schools witBirstifie,
County and Nationally.

Boys Football

aNJ / FANYaQ Sy KIFI@S LX @SR o TNRSYyR(Chest&lcopsS a
against Christleton High School. They wehdgainst Bishops High School (George Shannon x 2, Jake
Rudd x 2 Nico MooreWe beat Abbeysate 41 (Shannon X 2 Rudd and Gregory}a Wat Cathollc

High School 4; George Shannon scored 5 an & e s

Tammy Neil with one. Year 7 Boys b team finish{#*

5% in the Chester and District 7 a side b tournamer
drew 1 and lost 4. The 5 a side team played
indoors but failed to reeh the semis on both
occasions.

aNJ . NJ Rar® Ba&y9Rootball team have pni ; : j :
played one competitive match and that was # 0
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draw against Chester Catholic High School. In the 7 a side B Cl&
tournament, they drew 2 games®@and lost 2 games in close match

i
FEE

Mr ForbefdYear 9 Boys Football team losB84n a very entertainig G = e
game in Rund 1 of 2 of the Cheshireup (Zak Jacksocend Mateusz & Ny :
Sadowski x 2). Iond 1, the team won-@ against Whitby High Schod' 4 : ‘ A
(Feild, Ravenscroft, Garlandnd Richardson)in Round 1 of the /

National @p, we beat Helsby-@ thanks to Ashton Qr In RPund 2, we

came from 41 down to draw 44 against Neston High School (Eth

Feild x 3 and Jack Hornsby) but lost 8n pens. In the B National Cup, we lost &gainst Sandbach
High School with Alfie Richardson scoring. We won one, drewaoniklest one at the ¥ar 9 b 7 aside
Futsal tournament at Aldy Gate College. They will ghit everything in the Chesteru@ after
Christmas.

Year 10 Boys Football lostO2to Christleton High School in
Round 1 of the Chester Cup, Leighton was player of thechmat
We won 53 against Chester Catholic High with Jake Rogers x
2, Caden Allman x 2 and Alfie Moores on the scoresheet. We
did lose 30 to Great Sankey in Cheshire Cup round 1.

aNJ { I 6 NA Q& got td Poiidd 1 of thel ESFAYNational

_ DR e R Small Schools Cuphey lost in Round 2 of the ESFA Cup after
Iosmg a close gameBto Liverpool College (Cai Williams) but beat West Derby ScHbat ghe F

Round Brooklyn Manda, Denis, Jake Coonég)the B team Nationalup, we lost 20 against Wade

Deacon. We haEllesmerdort Catholic High in CheshirapC

Girls Football ;@ 0 T ¢

ChesterQup, Miley Tudor scoring against =
good team. U13GirkQfootball team lost 40
against UptonHigh School in Round 1 of th
Chester @p scomg the goal from a corner!
The Year 7, Year 8 aneaY 9 have had Cheste
and district 7 a side tournaments coming.up
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Basketball

The ¢ar 10/11 Boys Basketball team lost a close game to Kings High School
36-12 in an end to end game with Fabian scoring 8 points. The Year 9/8
team lost 5611 to Wirral Grammar with Harrison Aitken scoring 9 points.
The Year 8/9 boys anaat 7 team have morgames after Christmas.

Netball

The ¢ar 9 and 1Qirls@eams have performed well in the Small School
League round robin matches against Catholic, Queens Park, Bistmaps
Abbey Gate schools. Thea¥ 7and ar 8 teams lost to Abbey Gate College
in their first game but beat Queens Park and won against dathidgh in
the SSL with improved performanc@$ey played further games and Year
8 never lost a game £4r7 showing plenty of potential.

Volleyball

The Year 11 team beat Catholic Higihddl 32, first to 15
points in 6v6 Volleyball games and bd#tams used video
footage to support practical examination PE assessment.
Lennon Smith served well and Fabian was strong at the net.

School fields. The top 20 runners boys and girls all sca
points for their tutor groups which will go towasdour =
summer sports day points.

Top 3 results are belaw

Year 7 X: Year 8x:

15t Levi Mackin and Beverley Manda 15t Cameron Griffiths and Ella Ortega

2"d George Shannon and Olive Houston 2"d Charlie Mackin and Isabella Broadhurst
3" Ethan Lightfoot and Lexi Jones 3" Harrison Aitken and Vesta Trinkunaite
Year 7y: Year 8y:

1 Tommy Neil and Kayla Tyrell 1%t Reece Oldfield and April Eden

2"d George Kidd and Lola Berry 2"d Jacob Markert and Abbie Phillips
3'YNoah Artelland Aamerie Edwards 34 Joshua Gardner and Sophie Owen
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